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The face
of family
violence
might not
be the one
you think
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The face of violence might sport &
beard or wear makeup, It could be
wrinkled or baby smooth, Victizm can look
happy. Abusers often smile, Pain can sting
without u slap

SPOUSAL ABUSE Abusive partisers kb out
ploysically, sexually, emotionally and financially.
FEmotional abuse erodes self-esteem,
Financial control paralyses victims
Threats make powerful weapons.

Women are most likely 1o be the
victims in heterosexual relationships. Both
abused women and men rarely seek help

Same-sex partners are as likely 1o form
abusive relationships as heterosexual partners.
For them, social prejudice can create
additional strese

When parents get hurt, children often feel
frightened and ashamed. They can suffer
severe and lasting trauma and grow up
thinking it's normal to hurt or be hurt
Daughtens may choose violent partners while
sons may repeat their fathers’ actions. And the

cycle of violence continues.

Young love is not
always romantic

BC INSTITUTE ON FAMILY VIOLENCE

Do you see the face of a victim as a
,‘ woman’s, or think of abusers as men?
"8 Think again.

Thear children grown, some older women try to
e }

leave their abusers, Bat few services address their

unique poeds. And, for most, financial cholces no

longer exast,

DATING VIOLENCE Young love is ot abways
romantic. One partner might think strength means
cocrcion while the other confuses pleasing with
sbmitting, These finst relationships
can Initiate destructive patterns of
behaviour and leave life-long scars

CHILD ABUSE Physical punishment is abuse, Verbal
attacks are emotional abuse. Failure 1o provide food,
shedter, medical attention or supervision ks abuse by
neglect. Failure 1o provide attention or atfection s
enmotional neglect

Any time an older child, adolescent or adalt acts
on sexual impulses with 4 younger child o
adolescent, sexual abuse occurs. This includes
fondling. exposure and sexval talk,

ABUSE OF THE DISABLED Disability increases
vulnerability. Dependent on caregavers, people with
disabilities may expetience everything from neglect
and rough handling 1o phwsical, sexual and verbal
assault. Skeptical responses to their pheas for help

compounsd their suffering.

“Intimidation can be an abuser’s

most powerful weapon.”

ELDER ABUSE Adult chiddren,
caregivers and partners
sometimes sbuse older people
physically, sexually and
emotiomally. Caregivers may
deny food, medical care.
clothing, shelter or soclal

contact, or exploit seniors

financially. Financial abuse includes denying access
10 benk sccounts or persuading a senior to sign over

MOBCY, Property Of Posscasions.
Like disability, the frailty of age increases
valnerabifity. In the oltimate assault, those who

should Haten to elders frequently dismiss them as

senile
Bt edder abuse Is often a sio of omission,

Admitted to care

Pain can sting
without a slap

facilities, many
senions spend their
“golden” years in
solitude. Attencled by strangers,
forgotten by family and friends
— it's mot much of  life.
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What is the BC
Institute on Family
Violence?
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our role

... half closes to two panels ...

We have produced publications or videos on
« family homicides in BC

* criminal harasament (stalking)

= the coart process, for battered women

« aboriginal social problems

* elder abuse, for health-care personnel

» programs for assaultive men

We have developed

* i spousal-assaals rick
asscssment

guiddines and standards for
treatment of offenders

training materials for

professionals

literature reviews about
children who witness violence,
cuntndy/access issues and adult

uirvivors of sexual abuse

We have organized two national
conferences on family viokence and presented
briefs for government on fircarms leguslation,
policing in the community and the role of

government agencies in child protection

We provide

Because knowledge is
power, we focus on research
and education.

* refurrals for those requiring services

« warkshops on family violence

= answers 10 media questions

* aquarterly newsletter for professionals and

other interested parties

We operate the BCIFY Resource Centre, a
comprehensive library including

* bhooks, periodicals, videos and statistics

+ materials describing all aspects of family

violence, including multicultural and

aboriginal perspectives.

* information on PrEVETITION PIOZIAIMS, AcTVices

for survivors and treatment for offenden,

In exchange for a $40 annual membenship, the

Centre circulates materials throughou BC. Ir's

akso open, 4t no cost, for on-site research or to

vicw videos weekdays between 8230 am and

130 pm, and 1 provide ongoing information

throaghowut the province by fax, mail and

telephone.
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How do we
end family
violence?
We just start.

A problem of such daunting dimensions makes it

tempting to walk away, But at the BC brseituse on
Family Violence, we belleve every prohlem has a
salution if we tackle it ane step at 2 time.

Take a step. Read an article or a book. Visit
our Resource Centre or call us, Make o donation
or become & volunteer at the Inatitate or one of
the many anti-violence organizations in BC (We
can give you & hist.)

Start by doing whatever fech right, But sart

All donatines are tax deductihle,
Charitable # Q86 T85-59

For move informution v family violence or our work,
please contact

BC INSTITUTE ON FAMILY VIOLENCE

Seale 851

400 Oranwilie Street
Vancowver, BC V&C 112
Mhone 104 628 7055

Fan 604 G40 7064

c-mall boty@oyherstorr.ca




